R&AAG Councillors Village Walk in response to resident raising concerns regarding hedgerows in village restricting walking access on pavements.
The resident stated pavement between Waresley Road and Elmfield road has now become impossible to use and Hedge owned by XXXXXX property on Quarry Bank Road has consumed half of the pavement and family member have been hit by a moving car wing mirrors when passing.
Report submitted 19th June.

Picked up by Clerk on return from holiday messaged R&AAG 29th June to investigate and report back.

JHP and JC walked the village on 1st July to assess.
Old Worcester Road.

Hedge bordering XXXXX  has historically been well maintained. The owner of the property engaged in conversation with us. They explained in the past they had received letters informing them that they had cut their hedge at the wrong time of the year.  Due to personal circumstances and serious heath issues the owner was unable to cut their hedge last winter. They are aware it needs attention but were to late for the bird nesting season this spring, mainly due to trying to find an accredited trusted tradesperson who they could be sure would dispose of the clippings correctly.

JHP has provided the resident with Age UK contact details and a back copy of the  Parish Magazine for local contacts. The resident will be arranging the hedge maintenance as soon as practically possible.
Old Worcester Road.
The other hedge causing  concern appears to be the boundary of  XXXXX.
The home owner has still to be contacted, suggest the clerk ascertains if number XXXX are responsible for this hedge.
Quarry Bank, XXXXXXX  The hedge is a very dense Holly hedge it is well kept and evident that it has been cut back this winter /spring. Unfortunately it does encroach and narrow the pavement mainly due to the way it has been clipped. The hedge is narrower at the base and spreads outwards over the pavement at shoulder and head height forcing pedestrians to walk very close to the gutter side of the pavement to avoid shoulder or face contact with the Holly. It would be difficult for an adult and child to pass side by side. This pavement is a main walking route to school.
 No contact was made with the home owner, suggest the Clerk writes to the home owner and requests as soon as practically possible the hedge is cut back shaped so that it is perpendicular to the pavement widening the passageway for pedestrians.
On our walk we also noted weed growth at the edge of pavements and gutters/curb stones which are a trip hazard. Blocking / diverting rainwater during heavy downpour away from gullies, increasing risk of flooding.
. The last time I asked District Councillor about this issue I was told that they no longer use metal brushes on road sweeper lorries because of damage to roads and curbing stones. Do District or County Council spray the weeds?
Can we request our own lengthsman / maintenance man to spray within the village boundary or is it definitely the responsibility of WCC or WDC.  Update from County  Councillor requested information was sent to him.  Tuesday 28th July workforce  Road sweeper ,clearing gutters and pavement on Old Worcester Road and Waresley Road.
Main areas of concern.
Old Worcester Road From Groves Way to Post office.

Waresley Road West Side of road From Waresley Court Road junction towards Quarry Bank
Quarry Bank West Side from School Gates to junction with B4193

There is additional siding out of footpaths required in the village which can be completed by S Fox under lengthsman scheme to be discussed at July R&AAG meeting full council meeting August.

We still have more areas of the village to walk report back in September.

Overgrown gutter weeds Woodbury Close. 
Rectory Lane B4193 from junction of A449 in direction of Stourport to Junction of Charlton Lane.
