R&AAG Meeting Notes  23rd April 2026

7.30 pm Hartlebury Parish Hall Committee Room.

1). Apologies  J Cosham
Present J Hipkins, C Neale, E Hancocks, J Denby

2) J Denby Footpath Warden
Reviewed Footpath Warden report from September 2025, presented to October 2025 full HPC meeting.

 2026/27 maintenance of Public Rights of Way ,WCC, maps provided at meeting. 

Proactive PROW , WCC responsibility. -  County cannot state when a proactive cut will be completed often resulting in JD carrying out work to keep ROW open.  County attend site a few weeks later the operatives repeat the cut, resulting in an easy job for County operatives, other ROW not maintained
The Clerk and John Denby have contacted County who have agreed in principal for HPC to take over the strimming of the 5 PROW that County are responsible for Proactively cutting. County have a budget of £450.00p for the contracted work to be completed. County will transfer £450.00p to HPC to enable  HPC to decide the most appropriate time of year for the work to be undertaken.
Recommendation to HPC 
a) HPC agrees accepting the responsibility using the £450 from WCC to undertake  PROW maintenance of the proactive footpaths, 500, 516/517, 513, 514,540,  JD and SF will carry out the work. 
b) JD reports to Clerk and R&AAG on when  work required.

c) HPC R&AAG sets up a maintenance plan . HPC have in earmarked £1,200 in the 2026/27 budget for PROW maintenance. 

d)Agree that Clerk manages budget spending and instructs SF on timing of  work required.
e) JD works in conjunction with Clerk, SF and volunteers to coordinate the work.
 Footpaths that require attention during the 2026/27 season Footpath 663/664, 569 - 566, 549,530,580/579. 
Blocked Footpaths.

There are still several blocked footpaths which were reported to County  last year , County did not have an enforcement officer in post so no progress made.
Recommendation to HPC -  Clerk sends the list to the relevant County department again.
One of the blocked paths requires kissing gates to replace stock fencing that has been erected to replace broken styles. JD has kissing gates in stock, 2 of the 3 landowners have given permission for kissing gates to be installed ( one has volunteered to assist with instillation) there may be an additional labour cost to HPC for the remainder to be installed, if no volunteers available to complete the task. 
Recommendation to HPC - R&AAG will bring costing back to full council if necessary.
3) Matters Arising

  Cllr weekly inspection of Play facilities - 

a) Tarmac on Tennis court surface may require attention small patches deteriorating.  SF has inspected, may require minor maintenance after moss treatment is completed. Report back at June meeting.
b) Moss bloom on Tennis Courts and MUGA, Clerk has contacted Glebe GM contractor requested application of moss control to be carried out as soon as weather allows.

Urgent, Bus shelter Mare and Colt vandalised reported 19th March. Completed
5) ROSPA Inspection

ROSPA safety inspection carried out 17th March 2026, R&AAG chairperson  received report on 24th March.

Review the reports .
Recommendation to HPC 

 No major actions identified to play equipment, Clerk to arrange routine maintenance.
Football Goal Posts, corrosion at base of posts, Recommendation, Clerk asks SF to inspect and advise on course of action, repaint of replace.
6) Maintenance List priorities for 2026/27 to be reviewed.
 Area surrounding Village Hall.
 2 slabs in disabled bay require replacing , possibly damaged by vehicle movement.  Clerk  instruct SF to replace. Slabs donated by resident .  Completed
Grass verge under Pollard Trees by Tennis Court agreed at March  HPC meeting  agreed maintenance work to be carried out end of  April by SF ongoing.
 JH to post  a NO Parking on Grass notice.
Notice boards maintenance, including instillation / repair Mare and Colt, Summerfield Bus Shelter Ongoing
Recommendation to HPC  SF has suggested rather than going to the expense of installing 2 metal posts on the grass verge for the notice board to be secured to the Bus Shelter .

HPC agrees to the Notice Board being fitted to the bus shelter. 

PC Notice Boards in village Preservative Treatment + Bench Station Road Junction .Ongoing
Bus Shelters 1,2 5,6, Outside inside walls  Completed minor roof repairs outstanding
Bus Shelter 4 Junction Station Road Northbound Old Worcester Road .Preservative Treatment. Ongoing
  Bus Shelter 3 South end Old Worcester Road, opposite Morgan Mews. Preservative Treatment .Ongoing
 Planter  2 Entrance to Village  A449 North end  Old Worcester Road , Blocks require re-bedding.
Reduce height of  hedge surrounding Tennis Courts. When required
Planter opposite School Dismantle and rebuild in the Autumn.2026

Benches and Picnic tables. When required.

SF liaise with Clerk and R&AAG to schedule in a the above jobs 

7) Memorial tree plaque.
Quotes to be presented to Full Council.

8) AOB

Confirmed Cllrs inspection rota for Green and surroundings.

Date next meeting 21st May 2026
